HYPERTUFA POTS

Hypertufa is a combination of peat moss, perlite, Portland cement and water that hardens into a porous and durable material perfect for making plant containers.
MATERIALS

Shovel, trowel or scraper Rubber gloves

Plastic trash bags

Molds (old cooking pot, pulp fiber pot, Styrofoam cooler or lid, plastic dishwashing basin)

Wheelbarrow or large container for mixing

3 parts peat moss

2 parts Portland cement (a one-cubic-foot bag will make several large troughs)

3 parts perlite 

Water

Optional: dust mask, wood dowels for poking drainage holes, lime​proof cement-coloring powders, chicken wire or fiber mesh (shredded fiberglass) to strengthen large troughs.

1. Choose and line your mold with plastic, smoothing out as many of the wrinkles as possible. Lining   the mold with plastic allows you to reuse the mold for more troughs or for another purpose.

2. Mix the peat moss and perlite in the wheelbarrow and then add the Portland cement. If you are adding fiber mesh for strength, throw in a handful now. This is also the time to add any coloring powder.

3. Add water and mix well until the mixture is completely wet and has the consistency of moist   cookie dough or cottage cheese.

4. Taking handfuls of the mixture, begin pressing it into the bottom of your mold and up the sides. Make the walls of the container about two inches thick. If you are adding chicken wire to strengthen the trough, first lay down a one-inch layer of the hypertufa mixture, press in the chicken wire and cover with another inch of the mixture.

5. As you build your container, press the walls and bottom to remove any air bubbles and smooth all surfaces and edges.

6. Poke a drainage hole or holes in the bottom of the container with your finger or a wooden dowel.

7. Let the trough dry for about a week. For the first few days, mist it periodically to keep the surface moist and ensure even curing. You can also cover it loosely with plastic to keep the moisture in.

8.    After a week, remove the plastic covering and let the trough sit for about one more week until it  feels dry to the touch. Then, gently pull on the plastic liner of the trough to remove it from the mold and peel away the plastic. You can test for doneness by tapping the trough: If it sounds hollow, it's dry; if not, let it sit a while longer.

9.    Depending on the look you'd like for your trough, you can smooth the sides with a carpenter's file   or rough up the exterior with a wire brush. To encourage the growth of moss, brush the sides of trough with a solution of two sugar cubes, one can of beer and some pulverized moss or a solution of butter​milk mixed with some pulverized moss.

10. Let the trough cure or age outdoors in the rain for several weeks before planting. This allows excess lime in the hypertufa to leach away. If there is little rain, spray the trough with water repeatedly to achieve the same effect.

11. Plant the trough with an assort​ment of interesting alpine plants or succulents. Be sure to cover the drainage holes before planting with wire mesh or a pottery shard. Combine plants with similar soil and light needs and make sure they are slow growers. 

Perennials for Hypertufa Troughs

Aethionema `Warley Rose' (Persian candytuft)

Armeria maritima `Little Penny' (Thrift)

Dianihus `La Bourboule' (Pinks)

Festuca glauco `Minima' (Fescue)

Gypsophila repens `Fratensis' (Baby's breath)

  Jovibarba arenaria Lewisias

  Limonium bellidi folium (Statice) Penstemon pinifolius Saxifragas

 Sedums Sempervivums Thalictrum kiusianum (Meadow rue) Thymus serpyllum (Thyme)

