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Next Meeting 

SEASIDE CENTRE – FEBRUARY 23, 2009 – Doors open at 7:00; Meeting time 7:30
A wonderful evening of Roses with Brad Jalbert.  (see bio below) For this event our door prizes will be available at 3 for $5.00 and guests are welcome also for a $5.00 charge. 
Mini Show:  Members are asked to put some posies together more if you want this show to continue.  

Reports:

Secretary:  Your Club needs a Vice President and a Secretary, if you are interested please talk to June Meyer.
Membership – Annual fees are $12.00 per person and $17.00 per couple.  To be eligible to win a door prize you must be wearing your name tag.  WELCOME:  Ursula Schmidhauser

Speaker:  
professional Rose Grower, Brad Jalbert, will enable us all to enter the wonderful world of roses.  As owner of Select Roses, Brad specialises in hybridizing new species and teaching people just how easily it is to grow roses.  A co-author of books and writer of numerous articles on roses for Canadian gardening magazines, Brad is a renowned speaker, and is currently involved in the World Rose Festival and Convention to be held in Vancouver during the month of June.  We believe you’ll enjoy this spectacular presentation.
Want and Share: – The clipboard is passed around at meetings.
Wanted - Anne Lemphert Forsythis - 885- 9634

Share - Cranesbill Geraniums - June Meyer - 885 - 7996

Tips:
Re-invigorate your houseplants by removing the top 1/4 inch of soil and top-dressing with fresh potting soil. Shop early for seeds; order seeds now for red iceberg lettuce, ruby Swiss chard and purple pod beans.  Spread wood ash around lilacs to benefit growth and bloom.  A barrel or other covering placed over rhubarb plants will hasten the spring crop.

Pardon My Latin

I have shown how a plant’s scientific name often gives a clue to its colour, form or habit -- the shape and size of leaves, type of flower and so forth.  Frequently the name tells us where the plant is from; information that can help decdide whether or not it will survive in our climate.  For example, in one of the better nurseries, you may be very tempted to take a fling on the neat, shrubby, brilliant- red Salvia mexicana.  But the name should suggest that it won’t winter over in your garden.  Likewise such species names as africanus, topicana.  

On the other hand, montanus (of mountains) is probably winter hardy; maritima is likely to tolerate salt spray; canadensis (of Canada) should survive, as should japonica.  Occidentalis is from the west and orientalis from the east and usually refers to the region we call the Middle East.  The Far East has its own identifiers, such as asiatica and chinensis.  Australis means from the south (not from Australia).

There’s a lovely scarlet columbine that grows wild hereabouts, Aquilegia formosa, which you might assume means it comes from Taiwan.  Not so: formosa means handsome.  And aquilegia?  That name is thought to have derived from the resemblance of the flower spur to the claw of an eagle -- in Latin, aquila.

Bill Terry

Dates to Remember

1. BC Master Gardeners Association is holding its Spring Seminar on Sunday March 8th, ‘09 at Michael J. Fox Theatre in Burnaby.   These seminars are always informative with first rate speakers.  For further information on registration and guest speakers go to www.bcmastergardeners.org and click on the members page.
2. March 30th “Pruning the Deciduous Shrubs in your Garden” with David Morgan.  This evening will also have a Botanical Boutique. 

3. April27 “Beating the Winter Doldrums – Great Perennials for High Summer and Early Fall.” By Phoenix Nursery’s Gary Lewis.
4. The British Columbia Council of Garden Clubs is holding their AGM with a program including two well-known speakers on Saturday March 14th in Burnaby - phone 885 – 7996 or click on our Blog for more info.

Sechelt Garden Club Annual Plant Sale:   There is a pot-up March 4th starting at 10:00 a.m. and on March 5th starting at 1:00 in Francis and Nels Ostergaard’s garden, 917 Joe Rd. in Roberts Creek.  Bring the plants you are donating for the Sale and stay for the pot-up.  We would like people to decorate and fill baskets for this “Mother’s Day” event.  This year we would also like to involve house plants and more annuals.  A Volunteer sign-up form will be available at the next meetings 
Garden Club Tours:

There will be a Seasonal Tour Form for members interested in showing their gardens to sign.
	An Interesting Bit of Info– Submitted by John Marian


	A Poem



	In 2007 University of Colorado neuroscientist Christopher Lowry....found that certain strains of soil-borne mycobacteria sharply stimulated human immune systems.  The study group focussed on Mycobacteriu vaccae that thrives in typical backyard environments or anywhere soil is enriched with organic material.  We are exposed to it through inhalation and ingestion of small particles any time you dig outside or eat lettuce plucked from your garden.  The bacteria stimulate immune cells to raise the threshold for inflammatory processes. The article goes on to say: Accumulting evidence suggests that lack of exposure to M. Vaccae and other common dirt-borne pathogens early in life resulting from deliberate attempts to sanitize our environments-might explain the sharp rise in chronic inflammatory, allergic and immune disorders (such as asthma and inflammatory bowel disease) in the industrialized world.
	There is simply the rose: it is perfect 

In it’s every moment of its existence,

Before a leaf bud has burst,

Its whole life acts,

In the full blown flower there is no more:

In the leafless root there is no less.

Emerson - 1805 - 1882
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